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HE WAS THE FIRST N-W
~ COMMISSIONER s

Mr. Geoffrey Droke-Brockman, a son of Mr. ment 1, ook his’ oife %
ond Mrs. Frederick Slade Brockman, was « D€ Norih West and by

iy ‘ . ship toured the area of
civil en?meer. He was president of the Aus- ﬁutﬁ and met the local
tralian

Control of the ublic
works was next trans eu'ed

nstitute of Engineers and was latterly Taﬂslﬂﬁﬁgsm;rﬁ?nﬁg;;“?ﬁg
chairman of the Trans

new headquarters of the
North West Department.

Geoffrey received the Subsequently i

MC in the Great War and
in the next one was pro-
moted fo brigadier at
Army HQ in Melbourne,
where he was director of
works and fortifications.

On his return from the
Great War, Geoffrey mar-
ried 20-year-old Henrietta
Jull, daughter of Dr.
Hoberts and Public Ser-
vice Commissioner Mr. M.
E. Jull — a girl who was
later to become an auth-
oress of wide standing.
Infected by the literary
enthusiasm of his wife,
Geoffrey Drake-Brockman
has written an autobio-

graph The Turning
Wheel.
Mr. Drake - Brockman

was appointed Commiss-

port Board.

in connection with north-|
ern development proposals,
such as irrigation and
land settlement schemes
etc.,, so as to be prepared
to submit proposals when
such may become practical
policies. This meant trav-

try and generally ]iving
the life of the couniry, so
as to understand the con-
ditions and particular dif-
ficulties surrounding life
in the North.

To maintain all existing
government public facili-
ties from Shark Bay to
Wyndham with the excep-

ioner for the North West tion of Port Hedland
from 1921 to 1926 when pajlway and Wyndham
the position was abolished.| Meatworks. This = meant

He was the first to hold
the position.

Terms of his appoint-
ment were:

The Commissioner of
the North-West's province
is to watch generally over
all Government activities
in the North. To act guick-
Jy anticipating Ministerial
approval even though an
expenditure of severa
hundreds of pounds may
be inwvolved when neces-
SAry.

To have matters,
connection with all de-
partments, requiring at-
tention in the North-West
brought to the notice of
the Minister for the North-
West so that Departments
concerned can take neces-

in

keeping a careful watch
over works, including jet-
ties, tramways, water-sup-
plies, stock, bores, build-
ing., lights, ete. Deciding
what maintenance work is
to be carried out determin-
ing the order of doing
work according to funds
available and contirolling
organisation for carrying
out work throughout the
country.

The maintenance costs

for previous four years
(1917 to 1920) had awver-
laged only about £15,000
(£30,000).

To prepare and carry out
a programme of new works
averaging about £50,000
1§100,000) a wyear.
To prepare schedule and

sary action having a re-learry out work in the
commendation from the North-West from Com-
Commissioner of the|monwealth - State Road
North-West for their |Grant funds.

guidance. When in 1922 Mr. Drake

To ascertain all reason-
able requirements of the
North at each centre from
personal observation and
enquiry, adjust any urgent
matters at once and refer
other matters with esti-

mates and recommenda-|mil

tium for Minister's deci-

Tn receive requests from
road boards and other
North-West organisations.

Finalise requests as far as

possible

on

Brockman t(ook over the
position his territory cov-
ered from the 26th latitude

eastwards past the Canning
stock route. Was ap-
proximately 560,000 square
es in size with a popu-
lation round about 8,600
whites and some 15000
natives.
The new North West de-
tment also inherited the
ative Welfare Depart-

spot and|ment. This he subsequent-
when not pmaible forward|ly found was unfortunate
same recommenda-|as the North disliked and
tion for the Minister's de-|resented govemment ilt::‘;l

me

terlerence

elling through the coun-|

to Cape Londonderry and|

com-|,
pany with his wife nnd'

the resident engineer he
made a tour of the inland
|and met station []:-eople
|townspeople and local gov-
ernment officers.

Following their inspec-
tion with the engineer he|
set about planning all|
along the coast. A super-|
visor and a small team of|
workmen were appoilited)
at each port. He saw these

improvements gradually
taking shape
In 1925 Mr and Mrs.

Drake Brockman became
arents, a daughter Julia
e¢ing born to them.

When the Labour
ernment came into power
in 1925, its policy was to
dishband the North West
Department.

In 1926 this happened
much to the disappoint-
ment of Nor'Westers who
acknowledged the greatly
improved conditions since
the advent of the Depart-
ment. All Mr. Drake Brock-
man's plans for develop-
ment and research which
he had been preparing as
he moved round were
shattered.

He then became station-
ed in Perth attached to the
Works Department as en-
gineer for the North West
with a resident engineer in
Broome a position he hel
until 1940.

During this time thE}
lived at Cottesloe where a
son was born.

Altogether he gave 45
ears of service to the
ublic Works Department
broken by pericds in the
Forestry and Nor'West and
{the second World War.
Later he became chair-
man of
board for a

& period.
® “The Turning Wheel"

Brockman tells of his ex-
periences in the first great
war, trip to China, the
North West, Perth, depres-
sion and World War I and
was published in 1960.

& In April 1938 a corres-
dent in the MNorthern
es was advocating

Broome for the Tourists,

@ In July 10, 1925 issue the

Northern Times carried an

gov-|

the Transport

written by Geof Drake §
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Mr. G. Droke Brockman
at the time he became
North  West Commis-




